
SECULAR FRANCISCANS ELECT NATIONAL LEADERS;

FIRST WOMAN IN OVER 20 YEARS HEADS ORDER


SANTA BARBARA, CA, Nov. 11, 2003 -- Carol Gentile, SFO, of Monaca, PA has been elected national minister of the Secular Franciscan Order in the United States. A registered nurse and former college administrator, Gentile is the first woman in more than 20 years to head the 17,000-member American arm of the Secular Franciscan Order. Her term is for three years.

The election took place during a recent national meeting held in Santa Barbara, CA at Mission Santa Barbara, a 217-year-old Franciscan mission and retreat center. The gathering was led by outgoing, two-term National Minister William Wicks, SFO, of Santa Maria, CA.

Gentile and her husband, Louis, have two daughters and an adopted son. Professed in 1984, Gentile has served as a representative for Franciscans International to the United Nations and the Secular Franciscan Order, including: the U.N. World Summit Preparatory Committee in 1994; the U.N. Third Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Human Settlements in 1996; the World Food Summit in Rome, Italy, in 1996; the World Conference on Family Violence in Singapore in 1998, and the Jubilee of Families in 2000 at Rome, Italy. Before being elected national minister, Gentile served as
national coordinator of Apostolic Commissions. She continues to serve as an alternate international councilor.

Also elected were:

-- Vice Minister John Sanborn, SFO, of Grand Island, NY, a retired tax auditor for the NY State Department of Taxation and Finance. He and his wife, Christine, are the parents of six children. An active Secular Franciscan since his profession in 1971, Sanborn has served in leadership positions on the local, regional and national levels. For the past 12 years he has been national treasurer.

-- Secretary Elizabeth Allen, SFO, of Chula Vista, CA, a retired high school teacher and administrator. She has four children, six grandchildren and one great grandchild. Professed in 1994, Allen has been an active Secular Franciscan on the local, regional and national levels. She has been a vocation formation leader, fraternity minister and fraternity newsletter editor. This is her second three-year term as national secretary.

-- Treasurer Dennis Ross, SFO, of Mentor, OH, a retired junior-senior high school math teacher and assistant principal. He and his wife, Lynn, have six children and four grandchildren. Professed in 1986, Ross has served as vice minister and minister of Brother Jacopa Fraternity and as treasurer and minister of St. Maximilian Kolbe Region. As a regional minister, he has served on the National Council for the past three years.

-- National Councilor Diane Halal, SFO, of Los Alamitas, CA, a retired teacher and school administrator. She has seven children and 11 grandchildren. Professed in 1955, Halal is active with the St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity and is former minister and formation director for the St. Francis Region. This is her second term as a national councilor. She also chairs the Fraternal Life Committee, and has served on the National Family Commission and the National Formation Commission.

-- National Councilor Michael Carsten, SFO, of Fenton, MI, a carpenter and construction superintendent.He and his wife, Sharon, have three children. Professed in 1994, Carsten has been minister of his local fraternity, and councilor and Youth/Young Adult Commission chair for the Divine Mercy Region. Before being elected national councilor, Carsten was minister of the Divine Mercy Region.

-- National Councilor Kathy Taormina, SFO, of Apple Valley, MN. She and her husband, Tim, have three daughters and a son. Professed in 1994, Taormina has been formation director and minister of her local fraternity, chair of the regional Youth/Adult Commission, member of the National Youth/Young Adult Commission, active in Franciscan World Youth Day gatherings, and logistical coordinator for national meetings. In addition to serving as national councilor, she chairs the National Youth/Young Adult Commission.

-- International Councilor Juan Lezcano, SFO, of Federal Way, WA, a Child Protection Services social worker. He and his wife, Karen, have nine children. Professed in 1986, Lezcano has served as fraternity minister, regional vice minister and councilor, and national councilor. This is his second term as international councilor, representing the U.S. on the International Council of the Secular Franciscan Order in Rome, Italy. Recently Lezcano was ordained a permanent deacon.

Doug Clorey, SFO, councilor for the International Presidency of the Secular Franciscan Order in Rome, Italy, presided over the Chapter of Elections. Fr. Michael Higgins, TOR, general spiritual assistant for the International Presidency, served as the official church witness.
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