
 

 

 

                             
                       

 
  

Peace and all good to you, my dear brothers and sisters, 
 
The long anticipated Franciscan International Gathering and World Youth 

Day 2011 has come and gone, but the memory remains for those fortunate 
enough to attend. In this column, I would like to share the highlights of our 
pilgrimage to Madrid. It began with a three-day International YouFra Gathering 
followed by almost a week of WYD activities. With two separate and important 
events taking place one after the other, we were constantly on the move. 

 
Let me set the scene by quoting from the words and thoughts of Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap.            

He said, Many people think they are going on a vacation when they go to World Youth Day. But they are really 
going on a pilgrimage. He gave three differences between a vacation and a pilgrimage.   

Vacation is about avoiding discomfort, relaxing and having a good time. But a pilgrimage, especially a 
pilgrimage with a million other people, is hardly a time of comfort. Pilgrimages are a time of sacrifice. In essence, 
the Archbishop hoped the youth present in Madrid would discover Jesus in a spirit of sacrifice pleasing to God and 
as a way of growing into more generous and loving persons.   

Often when we are on vacation we try to escape ordinary life. On pilgrimage, the Lord calls us to embrace life 
more completely. It’s a time for young people to think about their vocation. The Archbishop asked the youth to 
reflect on the Lord’s call; to be what God wants them to be and to do what God wants them to do.  

A vacation is a place we go to have a good time. A pilgrimage is a place we go, not to have a good time,            
but to become good. Pilgrimage is about conversion and transformation into the image and likeness of the            
Lord Jesus Christ. 

              
 

Mia Clare Mochi, (left) age 
16, older sister of  
twin brothers             
Luca Julius Mochi, 
(center); and  
Cristo Tobias Mochi, 
(right) age 14.   
And finally, the 
designated 
responsible person:  
Anne Mulqueen, 
simply young at 
heart and more 
often than not 
bringing up the 

rear. All of us were keenly aware 
that we represented you! 

  
After an uneventful overnight 

flight from Dulles Airport to Madrid, 
YouFra volunteers met and 
escorted us by metro to Colegio 
Santa Rita, our base of operations 
for the next ten days. Thus began 
our pilgrimage.  

 

Cristo was my trusted 
navigator, and many times he 
saved me from going in the wrong 
direction. I can say with all sincerity 
that although we slept little, 
perspired profusely, and had 
blisters on our feet, we were filled 
with joy and uplifted by the faith 
and devotion of our fellow pilgrims, 
the atmosphere of love and service 
surrounded us.  

 
The first part of our pilgrimage 

was a 3-day YouFra International 
Gathering.  

The gathering’s theme was,                 
GIVE ME TRUE FAITH (St. Francis).  
 
The second part of the 

pilgrimage involved activities 
leading up to the Holy Father’s 
arrival and then his actual 
presence and participation in the 
final days’ events. The theme of 
WYD 2011 was, ROOTED AND 
BUILT UP IN JESUS CHRIST,  F IRM 
IN THE FAITH.   (Colossians 2:7).  

 

From Friday, August 12, until 
Monday, August 15, approximately 
300 assembled Franciscan Youth, 
Young Adults, and their responsible 
persons prayed, played, ate, 
celebrated Eucharist together and 
entered into dialogue with each 
other. These gatherings were 
similar to an SFO Chapter. There 
were presentations by those in 
leadersh ip  concern ing  the 
challenges to Franciscan youth 
worldwide. Then time was allotted 
for working groups to consider 
these challenges. After that, all 
groups had an opportunity to 
present their conclusions.    

 
Although Mia, Cristo and Luca 

were the youngest present, they 
entered into the discussions and 
then presented the conclusions on 
stage. I was pleased and filled with 
holy pride to see them enter 
wholeheartedly into the activities of 
each day. 

     
 

 

 

 
 

A N N E M U L QU E E N,  S F O                      
        I NTER NAT ION AL C OUNCI LOR,  USA
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During evening social times, 
each country had an opportunity to 
present their national culture 
through words, songs or skits. 
Countless fellow pilgrims from 
other countries told me our teens 
were the hit! Luca wowed them 
with an impersonation of Justin 
Bieber’s toss of his hair.   

 
Sunday, August 14, was a day 

away and pilgrimage to the city of 
Alcalá de Henares. The center of 
the city remains essentially 
medieval, with many winding 
cobbled streets and historic 
buildings. It was there Luca was 
misplaced for about 15 frantic 
minutes, but found confidently 
walking with the Croatian 
Franciscans. The city center 
surrounds Cervantes Square, 
named for Miguel de Cervantes, 
author of Don Quixote. A highlight 
of our pilgrimage to Alcalá was a 
visit with the Poor Clares. 

   
During the YouFra gatherings, 

I was struck by the fact that 
although SFO General Minister 
Encarnación del Pozo and 
members of the CIOFS Presidency 
were present ,  Ana Fruk, 
Presidency Youth Councilor, and 
her commission chaired all 
meetings. Ana and her commission 
were responsible for organizing 
and conducting the proceedings. 

 
 

 
 
On August 15, the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y o u F r a 
Gathering ended and World 
Youth Day activities began.  

On the mornings of 
August 17, 18, and 19th, 
Catholic catechesis was 
provided at various locations 
in Madrid according to the 
language spoken.  

 
I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s , 

var ious  act i v i t ies  were 
provided in the Franciscan 
Village, located at the church 
of San Francisco el Grande.  

One of the highpoints of 
o ur  p i l g r im age  w as  a 
presentation by the Franciscan 
General Ministers—SFO, OFM, 
OFM Conv, OFM Cap and TOR. 
Each general minister spoke 
on an aspect of “The Joy of 
Being Franciscan.”                    

 
Then came the Festival of 

Joy, which included concerts, 
songs,  dances and other 
presentations. To our delight, SFO 
General Minister Encarnita del 
Pozo danced as a ballerina during 
a magic act—tutu and all!  

 
 
The Franciscan Village closed 

its doors on Friday, August 19, and 
then all attention was focused on 
the Holy Father and the events 
surrounding his presence. 

 
At the welcoming ceremony, 

on August 18        
at Madrid’s 

Barajas 
Airport,  

Pope Benedict 
stated clearly 

his hope for 
the youth.   

He said,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I have come here to meet 
thousands of young people 
from all over the world, 
Catholics committed to Christ 
searching for the truth that 
will give real meaning to their 
existence.  

I come as the Successor of 
Peter, to confirm them all in 
the faith, with days of intense 
pastoral activity, proclaiming 
that Jesus Christ is the way,  
the truth and the l i fe;                   
to motivate the commitment to 
build up the Kingdom of God 
in the world among us; to 
exhort young people to know 
Christ personally as a friend 
and so, rooted in his person, to 
become faithful followers and 
valiant witnesses.  

 
THE POPE’S OPENING STATEMENT  

    SET THE TONE FOR THE REST  OF 
HIS APPEARANCES.                     

 
                      

 
  

 

 
 

     BOTTOM ROW—L-TO-R:  
        Anne Mulqueen, Cristo, Lucy Almirenaz, Luca, and the Hong Kong kids. 

        OUR 4 GENERAL SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS FROM L-TO-R: 
 FR. AMANDO, TOR; FR. IVAN, OFM (PARTIALLY HIDDEN);  
 FR. MARTIN, OFM CONV; FR. AMANUEL, OFM CAP.  

 

    THE GENERALS AND SFO GENERAL MINISTER       
    ENCARNACIÓN DEL POZO (far right).  



 

 

 

           
             Later that day, the Holy Father greeted the young pilgrims at the 
Plaza de Cibeles and prayed that the days ahead would be rich in prayer, 
teaching and encounters that would lead them to the most important 
encounter—one with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Friday, August 19, USA’s Mia Mochi was chosen to stand at Station 
Four of the Via Crucis. Pope Benedict reminded the young people that the 
cross is not a sign of failure, but an expression of self-giving in love.   
 
 To share the entire significance of those ten days in a few pages is 
impossible. I pray that if this column ignites a spark of interest, you will 
“Google” WYD 2011. There you will find complete texts of the Holy Father’s 
addresses and lots of pictures. You might also visit the YouFra webpage: 
http://www.ciofs.org/youfra.htm  

 
      Who knows, perhaps one of you reading this column will hear the call of  
      God to serve the youth of the United States as their Youth Commissioner.  
 
Thank you for giving Mia, Cristo, Luca and me the opportunity to enter into the activities offered and, with the grace of 

God, develop … true faith (St. Francis) and be … built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith.  (Colossians 2:7).  
 
                       With fraternal affection and in peace, Your sister,  

     

Anne 




