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The Renaissance Project 
            

          By William Wicks, SF  O
           National Historian 

                                                                
                                                                

St. Francis of Assisi Church (at left), the first parish church of San Francisco, 
was recognized a National Shrine by the National [United States] Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in September, 1999. The Renaissance Project is an inspired 
plan to bring the Shrine to its true potential, in four phases (see below): The 
Porziuncola, The Piazza, Preservation, and Programs. 
 
The first phase of the Renaissance Project, the building of a replica of the 
Porziuncola Chapel (next to the Church), will be completed this year and will be 
dedicated on September 27th by Cardinal William Levada, Protector of the 
Congregation of the Doctrines of the Faith.  All are invited to participate in this 
grand celebration.  For up-to-date information,  
access www.shrinerenewal.org/overview. 
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          Porziuncola                            Benny Bufano Statue                           Preservation                            Programs 
 

 
• A replica of St. Francis’ porziuncola chapel from Assisi, Italy, right next to the Shrine’s main Church 
• A welcoming piazza on Vallejo Street, featuring the renowned Benny Buffalo statue of  St. Francis 
• A beautiful upgrade of the exterior and interior of the Church – a preservation of our national treasure 
• An international spiritual center with programs that express Franciscan prayer and thought 

 

 
                                       Francisco’s Rock 

 
 
Francisco’s rock is one of the two rocks that were reclaimed during the 
retrofit of the Porziuncola in 1998.  The Vatican believes the rock was 
handled by St. Francis during his building of the chapel.  One of the rocks 
was a gift to the shrine. It is a cherished relic that will be permanently 
installed in the altar of the Porziuncula replica in an open enclo
pilgrim

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2c/Porziuncola.jpg�
http://www.shrinerenewal.org/overview

