
 

 

 

             ANNE MULQUEEN,  SFO                
         INTERNATIONAL COUNCILOR,  USA  

              Amulqueen. icusa@gmai l .com         
   
 
Peace and all good dear sisters and brothers, 
 
 As we continue our journey together, you will forgive me for repeating myself, but for the sake of those who 

are new to reading my letters, I am going to restate the priorities established by the International Chapter held in 
Hungary, November 15-22, 2008. In order of priority they are:  

 (1) Formation, (2) Communication, (3) Franciscan Youth, (4) Presence in the World, and (5) Emerging 
Fraternities (worldwide). As members of a worldwide Order, we are expected to keep these priorities in mind when 
we consider our vocation. These priorities are effective only if individual Secular Franciscans put them into 
practice.   

 
 Therefore, the questions we might ask ourselves are: Am I continuing to grow in my Franciscan identity? Do I 

pass on information I receive to those who might benefit from it? Am I actively involved in attracting and 
introducing young people to the Franciscan charism? Am I actively involved in promoting peace and justice by my 
courageous initiatives?  

 
  In regard to the last priority—emerging fraternities—that question I have to answer.  
 Is Anne doing all she can to support the emerging fraternity in Antigua?  
  
 Did you know that the USA sponsors an emerging fraternity in Antigua? Aided by Vin Ferugo, SFO, the 

formator present on the island, and Audrey Binet, SFO, formation advisor from Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis 
Region, the USA is providing formation for Antiguans who are attracted to St. Francis and the SFO. That’s a fact! 

  
  In my last letter I wrote to you about the third priority—Franciscan Youth.      
  In this letter, I would like to write about the first priority—F O R M A T I O N. 
 
  Formation remains the top 

priority for the entire Order 
worldwide and every issue of TAU-
USA keeps you informed 
concerning the activities and 
advances in this area.  

 
  Bob Fitzsimmons and the 

Formation Commission have made 
great strides in adapting and 
implementing the Course of 
Formation for Formation Directors 
compiled by the International 
Formation Commission.            

 
  Your regional formation 

directors will be making this 
material available to local fraternity 
formation directors now after the 
May 2011 workshop. In this way, 
everyone who serves in formation 
will have access to this wonderful 
resource. The extent to which this 
material reaches the local level will 
be an indicator of how effective our 
communication really is.  

 
Remember,  
“The Formation Commission 

has done what is (theirs) to do…” 
and the rest is up to you.  

 
In addition to providing 

material to “Form the Formators”, 
members of the Presidency¹ have 
been providing ongoing formation 
material on a monthly basis. These 
dossiers (as they are called) 
concentrate on the themes 
discussed at the last General 
Chapter—               

A Sense of Belonging  
and Profession in the SFO:                   

Gift and Commitment.   
They come in two parts.  
The first part develops a specific 
aspect of Franciscan spirituality 
and the second reflects on the 
social doctrine of the Church.  

  
Many of you have written to 

me   saying   the  material  is  being  

 
used and is enhancing your 
ongoing formation sessions. Some 
of you may be hearing about the 
dossiers for the first time.            
Each month I send them to the 
regional ministers after they are 
posted on the CIOFS² website.  

 
If you have not received these, 

you can access them by internet 
connection. Go to:   
http://www.ciofs.org/en.htm     
 Click on: Ongoing Formation 
Project, Monthly Dossier in the 
upper left yellow box. You may use 
this material as it is written or, if 
you wish, you may modify it. 
 

The first initiative of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r m a t i o n 
Commission (IFC)—the course for 
formation directors—has been 
completed and distributed in the 
four official languages(  



 
—English, French, Italian, and Spanish. The 
Formation Commission—USA has completed its 
labor of love in adapting and implementing this 
material for use by regional formation directors.   

 
The second initiative of the IFC—the monthly 

dossiers—has been in effect since January 2011, 
and is ongoing.   

 
There is a third initiative in process 

specifically designed for national fraternities with 
little or no initial formation material. Some 
English-speaking countries use our formation 
resources and some have translated our texts 
into their languages. But many others have no 
comprehensive material available. The IFC 
recognized this need and is formulating a manual 
for initial formation. When completed, it will be 
available to all national fraternities in the four 
official languages. In 2009, fourth and fifth 
initiatives were added to the IFC’s formation 
project.  

 
The fourth initiative, Formation for Secular 

Franciscan Spiritual Assistants, is designed for 
spiritual assistants who are not First Order or 
TOR members, i.e., Secular Franciscan laity and 
priests and all other religious.  

 
The fifth initiative,   Formation of Animators 

of YouFra, is in its foundational stage, and its 
task is to develop materials for the formation of 
YouFra animators.  

 
 So you can see, there is plenty of activity 

going on in regard to formation, internationally, 
nationally, and, of course, regionally and locally.          
I pray that the momentum of these initiatives 
flows throughout our 30 regions and comes to 
rest upon the 658 local fraternities that make up 
the SFO in the USA.   

But don’t let the momentum come to an end 
in our fraternities—let’s go out and bring Christ to 
the world through the God-given charism of 
Saints Francis and Clare.  

 
With fraternal affection, 
 your sister,     
  Anne 
  

Footnotes: 
¹ The Presidency is the equivalent of the executive 

council of a national fraternity and the council of a local 
fraternity. ² CIOFS is an acronym for Concilium 

Internationale Ordinis Franciscani Secularis. 

 
    


