
 

LABORS OF LOVE 
 

By Faith Libbe, SFO 
Staff Editor

There was much excitement and anticipation in the air 
as Franciscans (SFOs and TORs) gathered for a 
weekend filled with talks on peace and justice issues 
from a Franciscan perspective at San Pedro Center, 
Winter Park, FL.  This “Chapter of Mats” was hosted 
by the SFOs of Lady Poverty Fraternity, Winter Park.  
Hearts were encouraged to be open to the possibility of 
God’s call to action. 

Throughout the weekend hearts were indeed 
touched for various peace and justice issues.  I would 
like to share the story of how two hearts in particular 
were touched in response to a talk that dealt with the 
Wall surrounding the Palestinian Christians in 
Bethlehem. 

Br. David's Christmas creche complete with present day Separation Wall,
barbed wire, and watchtower found in present day Bethlehem. Jesus is in
the manger behind the Wall, on the other side of the checkpoint. Wise
men wait in line to hopefully pass through the checkpoint to adore Baby
Jesus.

One of the presenters for the weekend, Br. 
David Liedl, TOR, was inspired to seek the permission 
of his superior to create a Christmas crèche reflecting 
the present day Bethlehem.  Upon his return to 
Minneapolis, he was granted the permission by his 
superior Fr. Anthony, TOR, Pastor of St. Bridget’s 
Catholic Church.  His creative juices began to flow!  
The artist immersed himself for two weeks straight, 
constructing his own Separation Wall with watch-
tower and barbed wire to be part of this year’s 
Christmas crèche at St. Bridget’s Parish. 

Moments before the Christmas Eve Mass, Br. 
David’s Christmas crèche reflecting present day 
Bethlehem was completed.  In this labor of love, Br. 
David beautifully used the artistic gifts God has given  

 

The portion of Br. David's Christmas creche that places the Blessed Virgin
Mary and Baby Jesus behind the Wall.

 

him to draw attention to the plight of the present day 
Christians in Bethlehem.  The parish was enriched as 
hearts were touched for the precious babe born in 
Bethlehem 2000 years ago, as well as for His present 
day followers struggling behind the Wall.  

Pat Jacks, SFO was also inspired.  With some 
of her fraternity members soon leaving for pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, she offered to crochet and knit hats 
and scarves that they could pack and take with them 
for the needy children of Bethlehem, located in the 
West Bank.   

Photo taken at Franciscan Family Center, Bethlehem with Sr. Maria Grech
(3rd from left) of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary together with the
SFOs from Lady Poverty Fraternity that helped transport the clothing for
the needy children.

Other fraternity members with a similar gift, 
Liz Velotti, SFO, Aurea Crawford, SFO and JoAnn 
Miller (in formation), joined in and also knitted and 
crocheted hats and scarves for the children.  In addi-
tion, Patricia Balinski, SFO and many other fraternity 
members hit the stores and purchased new clothing for 
the little ones of Bethlehem.
Each hat and scarf, made with lots of love and 



 

on, easily adding up to 80 percent of the world’s 
population of 6.8 billion. Consider the potential for 
inspiring them and mobilizing them in the ecological 
movement.  
   Certainly for Francis the mystic, all creation was 
related and interdependent. His world view was 
holistic. It was full of wonders with genuine novelty. 
When Francis prayed in the caves on the mountain-
side, it was Sister and Mother Earth upon which he 
rested. The wolves in Gubbio and the birds in the 
Spoleto Valley, with whom he conversed, were his 
brothers and sisters. Thomas Berry’s proposal can be 
seen as a contemporary echo of Francis’ world view, 
which is shared by many of the world’s religions. In this 
view, all things are related, interdependent, holistic, 
and mystic, just as in an emerging scientific world view 
of our time as in the Big Bang story. 
   Perhaps this can provide a starting point for a 
spirituality that is inclusive, and transcendent of any 
particular faith tradition or a dogma. Perhaps we can 
explore and promote this spirituality, which we can call 
an eco-spirituality, as providing a shared story and an 
ecological vision for all people of good will who 
wish to honor our home, our Sister and Mother 
Earth, and save her from our own destructive, ignorant, 
and indifferent behaviors, and from our greed. An eco-
spirituality demands that we “reconcile” with our Earth, 
our home planet. 
   What does reconciliation with the Earth mean?  
According to Delio and others (Delio 2008), who 
argued from the Franciscan tradition, “It entails 
transforming our relationship with the Earth, 
understanding how to pursue this, and bringing it into 
action.”   
   As such, reconciliation with the Earth calls us to turn 
to the Earth and its sacredness and to Earth’s com-
munity of living things. It involves the recognition of  
our role on the Earth, and our fundamental relatedness 
to the whole, not just to other people but to the entire 
Earth community. It is engagement with the human and 
nonhuman world of amazing diversity and beauty; it is 
participation in the well-being of all. It is to turn from 
oneself as an individual, self-consuming subject toward 
an ecological self, a self interwoven in the web of life, 
dependent on others and on the things of this Earth.  
   The fruit of this change of the heart is a new way 
of being and acting in the world - and living out an eco-
spirituality. This involves a set of challenges. We are 
challenged to change our individual lifestyles. We have 
to take individual responsibility for our own lives and 
households. But that alone is not enough.  As Delio 
insists, “We must call others - individuals and 
institutions - to reconciliation.” We must invest time and 
energy to engage larger systems, such as our 
churches, our schools, and our economic and political 
institutions so that we can begin creating systems for a 
sustainable future on a much larger scale.  

  
 

 

Photo taken in the West Bank village of el Qubeibeh (Emmaus) of a very
poor Palestinian boy that received clothing (knitted scarf around his neck)
 

each piece of clothing purchased with lots of love,  
filled the many bags, which safely made their way to 
the Holy Land.  The clothing was distributed to the 
poorest of the poor in the West Bank. 

Br. David gave a voice to our brothers and 
sisters living behind the Bethlehem Wall, through his 
art.  He also offered informative handouts for ways to 
help.    The SFOs reached out and directly touched the 
poor behind the Separation Wall of the West Bank.  
May these labors of love continue to be a blessing for 
many, for many years to come! 
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for Me.” Matthew 25:40 
 

A Summer Seminar for SFOs

 Endorsed by the National Executive Council of the SFO 
Presenters: 

 

Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM and 
Pat Brandwein-Ball, SFO 

 

Thursday evening, June 24, 2010 – Sunday lunch, June 27, 2010 

St. Francis University  
Loretto, PA 

 

Registration limited to 100 participants!  Absoolutely no 
registrations accepted after June 12, 2010! 

Contact person for registering:  
Cecilia Maljan, SFO, 1111 Freyburg Street, Pittsburgh, 

PA 15203-1211 
 

Questions?  Contact Diane Rombouts, St. Francis 
University’s Institute of Contemporary Franciscan Life, 

(814) 472-3219 
E-mail icfl@francis.edu 

Dan Mulholland
Rectangle




