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advocacy and, ultimately, to achieve positive 
transformation. The mission, values and procedural 
strategies were outlined. While moving to activate 
FAN for the purpose of social transformation, 
commissioners came away with a sense of how we 
wanted to operate as an organization which functions 
as a network. Relational connections were identified 
as being very important, if the organization is to 
succeed. Commissioners accepted the challenge to 
make every effort to enhance communications 
between groups within the total network. They 
agreed to utilize the FAN Web site, 
www.franciscanaction.org, and its list serve. 
Members expressed a commitment to participate in 
regular conference calls with affiliates and to report 
their findings to the commission.  
   Moving forward, it was decided that an Action 
Commission would engage in a formation process in 
order to assist FAN in its effort to keep on task and to 
provide a resource for the spiritual, technical and 
other practical aspects. Of course, at the heart of the 
matter lies FAN’s intention to apply Franciscan 
values and echoes the spirit of Saints Francis and 
Clare in all elements of this local, national and 
international movement. Although these values are 
more fully developed, the following list addresses the 
areas of the Franciscan heritage that must be reflected 
in any endeavor:   
 

1. Advocacy will not dehumanize or demonize 
those with whom we disagree. 

2. Poor and marginalized fare better after the 
action for change. 

3. Framework insists on a consistent ethic of 
life. 

4. Non-partisan focus involves bi-partisan 
actors. 

5. Policies involve reconciliation of injustices in 
larger social sphere. 

6. Work in a collaborative and consultative 
manner. 

7. Balanced desire to be prophetic and to make 
noticeable improvements in peoples’ lives. 

8. Love in action is our method and process for 
actualizing how we follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus. 

The members of the Franciscan Action Commission 
Inaugural Meeting were energized and excited about 
continuing the development of the “Franciscan 
Voice.” Having been enriched and filled with the 
spirit, a united commitment was made to prepare for 
the first formal gathering of the total membership of 
FAN on March 7, 2008.  Stay tuned for more details. 

 
 

Franciscan Action Network  
Commissioners: 

 
Ken Beattie, SFO (Region 4) 
Tom Bello, SFO (Region 2) 

Dan Mulholland, SFO (Region 6) 
Jan Parker, SFO (Region 5) 

Stephanie Sormane, SFO (Region 3) 
Emmett Jarrett, TSSF (Region 1) 

 
 

 
FAN Website: 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
 
The Franciscan Action Network website is up and 
running. Please visit it for the latest information from 
FAN.  www.franciscanaction.org 
 
Peace and all that is good! 
Patrick Mendés, SFO 
 

 
Brother Juniper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Fred McCarthy, SFO 
 
 
 
 
 




