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casians are Muslim.  I have been asked many times 
why Muslim leaders do not speak out against terrorism.  
The fact is, they do.  Unfortunately, our media does not 
choose to give us those stories; they do not sell papers. 
   Francis saw the Crusades as short-sighted, and tried 
to reach out to the Sultan in friendship.  He did not, of 
course, end up converting the Sultan to Christianity, 
which was his original intent, but he did convert the 
Sultan’s heart by his sincere faith, and, in turn, was 
himself converted into a greater appreciation for Islam.  
Francis’ followers can do no less. 
   I want to end with two stories, both taking place here 
in Austin, Texas.  A couple of years ago, a local 
mosque was desecrated.  Within a couple of hours, a 
multifaith candle vigil was held outside the mosque, 
with Jews, Christians and people of other faiths 
showing solidarity with the Muslim community.  The 
second happened last year.  Austin Interfaith Ministries 
holds a multi-faith Thanksgiving dinner every year, 
hosted by some particular group.  A local church had 
agreed to let the dinner take place in their building.  
However, when they found out that Muslims (who did 
not have a large enough space to hold it themselves) 
were hosting, the church withdrew its agreement at the 
last minute.  Immediately, a Jewish congregation 
volunteered to allow Muslims to host the event at their 
synagogue, and the response from the Austin 
community overwhelming.  What a wonderful 
demonstration of true interfaith respect. 
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