
T hese words
recorded by

Saint Bonaventure in the
Major Life, are attributed to
Francis as he lay dying.

Why am I bringing this up in
an article about the “Q”? 

Precisely because that is
what the Q is about—beginning
(again) to hear and respond to
our call to live the Gospel life in
the footsteps of Saint Francis.

For the last 20 years,
the Quinquennials have been
preparing us and calling us
forward, to refound the Secular
Franciscan Order by exploring the
original charism of our founders
and, with the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, revisioning what that
means in today's reality.

We have been reminded
that WE are the Order now and
WE have the responsibility
and authority to discern and
implement that charism now.

THIS IS THE MEANING

OF THE

Q OF 2012

The Quinquennial speakers
w i l l p r o v i de h is to ry an d
perspective to help reawaken
and focus the call of our
vocation.

Small group fraternities will
meet to consider and share
what their insights mean to a
Secular Franciscan living today.

Those insights and ideas
will be taken to the National
Council to further discern and
consider how to make the message
real.

And everyone who attends
will have the opportunity to hear
the Holy Spirit‘s call to renew 
and claim the gift of our
Franciscan call.

Every member of the
Secular Franciscan Order in the
United States is called to
participate in some way.

MANY ARE CALLED

TO ATTEND

IN PERSON .

Certainly every regional
minister or a member of each
regional council, the national
leadership, and local fraternities.

If it is not possible that a
member from every local
fraternity attends, there is
someone who can represent and
report to a cluster of fraternities.

Those who cannot attend in
person can pray, prepare, and
share what God is speaking to
their hearts with the brothers
and sisters.

Let’s make room for the         
Holy Spirit to move this National
Fraternity past old habits and safe
traditions and on into deeper
waters of life—

giving, meaningful and
courageous Gospel Living!

CLAIM THE G IFT!

LET US BEGIN!

“… Let us begin to 

serve the Lord our God,

for up till now

we have done little.”
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SR. ILIA DELIO, OSF
Ilia Delio is a Franciscan Sister of
Washington, DC, and a Senior Fellow
at Woodstock Theological Center,
Georgetown University where she
concentrates in the area of Science
and Religion.

She is currently involved in research projects on
technology, evolution, and ecology. She is also exploring the
theology of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. Sr. Ilia is the recipient
of a Templeton course award in Science and Religion which
she received in 2000. Prior to Woodstock she was Professor
and Chair of Spirituality Studies at Washington Theological
Union where she taught in the areas of general spirituality,
Franciscan theology and Science and Religion.

She holds a doctorate in Pharmacology from New Jersey
Medical School-Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences
and a doctorate in historical Theology from Fordham
University.

She is the author of ten books including, The Humility of
God, Christ in Evolution and Care for Creation which won two
Catholic Press Book Awards in 2009. Her newest book,
The Emergent Christ: Exploring the Meaning of Catholic in an
Evolutionary Universe was published in May 2011 (Orbis).

PATRICIA BRANDWEIN-BALL,OFS
Pat has served the Secular Franciscan Order
in elected leadership since 1992. She has
served as local minister of the Seven Joys of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God
Fraternity, Kennebunkport, ME; St. Casimir
Provincial Minister; St Elizabeth of Hungary,

Vice-Minister, then Regional Minister; National Councilor.
Pat is a member of the Spirit and Life Team. She travels
extensively throughout the country in service to the Secular
Franciscan Order.

Pat is the former chair of JPIC, (Justice, Peace, and the
Integrity of Creation). She was appointed in October 2009,
having served as chair of both the ad hoc committee to
revision the apostolic commissions and the JPIC transition.

A member of Our Lady of the Angels parish in Berwick,
ME, Pat served many years ago as Confirmation CCD teacher
and more recently served as a Eucharistic Minister and as
part of church cleaning crew. She is a retreat director and
facilitator, and Spiritual Director of individuals and groups.
She is a member of Spiritual Directors International.

Pat lives in Maine with her husband, Gary. She is a
passionate gardener and collector of amaryllis.

TUESDAY — JULY 3RD

ARRIVALS & REGISTRATIONS THROUGHOUT THE DAY

▪ Dinner   ▪ Welcome
▪ Opening Liturgy: Bishop George J. Rassas,

Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Chicago.
▪ Simple Social

WEDNESDAY — JULY 4TH

▪ Breakfast
▪ KEYNOTE: Why Francis? Claim the Gift!

Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF
▪ Q fraternities: Introductions,

What are you hoping to experience at this Q?
▪ Wednesday Liturgy (CNSA) ▪ Lunch
▪ KEYNOTE: Who are you, 0 Lord?
A Franciscan view of God - Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF
▪ Q fraternities: Prayer/study—

using mutual invitation.
▪ Discussion: Our View of God.
▪Reflections on the talk.
▪ CNSA session for

Experienced Spiritual Assistants.
▪ Evening Prayer.
▪ Dinner (picnic in Skokie Park) ▪ Social

THURSDAY — JULY 5TH

▪ Breakfast
▪ KEYNOTE: And What am I?

A Franciscan understanding of
the human person. - Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF
▪ Q fraternities: Meditation—

using mutual invitation.
▪ Discussion: Our View of Ourselves.
▪ Reflections on the talk.
What is God’s View?
▪ Thursday Liturgy (CNSA) ▪ Lunch
▪ PRESENTATION:
Deepening our relationship with God:
Tools for a more authentic spiritual life.
- Ed Shirley, OFS
▪ CNSA session for

New Spiritual Assistants. - (Part 1)
▪ Q fraternities:

Discussion: Reflections on the talk.
What is God saying to you about
your relationship with Him?
▪ Evening Prayer ▪ Dinner
▪ CNSA session for
New Spiritual Assistants. - (Part 2)
▪ The Polish Highland Children’s Orchestra  
▪ Social

P R O G R A M H I G H L I G H T S
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BR. BILL SHORT, OFM
Br. Bill Short, OFM, is a friar of the
St. Barbara Province. Born in Seattle
Washington, Br. Bill was raised in a
Franciscan parish there, and was educated
by the friars at their high school seminary
in Troutdale, Oregon.

After graduating from the University of San
Francisco, he entered the Order of Friars Minor in 1972. He
studied at the Franciscan School of Theology in Berkeley, and
at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, where he
received the degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology.

Since 1983 Br. Bill has been teaching at the Franciscan
School of Theology in the area of Christian Spirituality and
Christian history with a specific emphasis on Franciscan
spirituality. He is the author of numerous books and articles on
the Franciscan tradition and a frequent speaker at retreats,
workshops and parish events across the country.

Br. Bill currently serves as Director of St Francis Retreat
Center in San Juan Bautista, CA.

EDWARD L. SHIRLEY, OFS
Ed is a professor of Religious and
Theological Studies at St. Edward’s 
University, where he has taught for 25
years. He has also taught part time at a
number of institutions, both in Texas and
nationally. He has a doctorate in theology
from Fordham University, and specializes in

Trinity, Christology, Mariology and Interreligious Dialogue. He
possesses the theological mandatum from the Diocese of Austin.
In addition, he has given classes and presentations for numerous
dioceses, parishes and Church-affiliated groups across the
country.

Ed has received numerous St. Edward's awards for his teaching,
including the University-wide Teaching Excellence Award for 2008-
2009. He is a member of the American Academy of Religion, the
Catholic Theological Society of America, and is the past secretary
for the Society for Buddhist Christian Studies. He has given a
number of presentations at professional conferences, and has
published on a variety of subjects, many of them in Secular
Franciscan publications.

He has been a professed member of the Secular Franciscan
Order since 1980, and as such has served in formation for local,
regional and national fraternities. He is currently the chair of the
Ecumenical/Interfaith Committee for the Secular Franciscan Order
in the U.S.

FRIDAY — JULY 6TH

▪ Breakfast
▪ PLENARY: Who Are We?

An overview of the Franciscan Family
and the place of the OFS
and the rest of the Third Order.
- Br. Bill Short, OFM
▪  Q fraternities
▪  Friday Liturgy (CNSA) ▪ Lunch
▪  PRESENTATION:

The Rule of the OFS and
Presence in the World.
- Pat Brandwein-Ball, OFS
▪  Q fraternities: Discussion.
▪  Reflections on the talk.
▪  Evening Prayer ▪  Dinner
▪  Chiesa Nuova-

A Franciscan performing arts ministry.
▪  Social

SATURDAY — JULY 7TH

▪ Breakfast
▪ PLENARY: Claim the Gift!

A process of discernment.
▪ Adoration, time for private/personal

prayer and discernment.
▪ Q fraternities: Meditation on vocation.
▪ Discussion: What IS our gift?

What is God asking of us NOW
in the 21st Century?
▪ Lunch
▪ Q fraternities: 

Compose summary of discernments.
▪ NAFRA ministers and delegates report

and discuss the message from the
Q fraternities.
▪ Time for relaxation, recreation,

or personal prayer, reflection.
▪ Dinner
▪ SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS.

-Deacon Tom Bello, OFS
NAFRA Minister
▪ Closing Liturgy.

SUNDAY —JULY 8TH

▪ Breakfast
▪ Morning Prayer
▪ Closing Remarks

P R O G R A M H I G H L I G H T S






