
 

 

  
We must rise up and value every instant of time 

that passes and is in our power. We must not waste a 
single moment. By divine grace we find ourselves at the 
beginning of a new year. This year, which only God 
knows if we shall see its end, must be used in reparation 
for the past and in preparation for the future.      

—St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
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Dear brothers and sisters in St. Francis, 

 
When we read the above quote by St. Padre Pio,               

we probably flinched. I know I did! But we can also use this 
quote to inspire us to “find what is ours to do”. This isn’t 
just a new calendar on the wall or a numerical change in the 
date. It is an opportunity for transformation in how we think and 
what we can do in order to lead the life of what we were called to do—and trust 
God with the rest. 

 
Since our last issue, a great many of you wrote me detailing life situations 

that drag on and on leaving you feeling helpless, hopeless and drained. You were 
kind enough to share that receiving our newsletter helped you feel connected, 
and not quite so alone.  

 
Most times it’s very hard to deal with difficult situations, but God does have 

plans for us. Rather than being solely preoccupied with our own troubles, let’s 
ask God to help us notice other people’s troubles and to care about what they are 
going through. When you respond to God’s love, hope floods your soul and flushes 
out the hopelessness that was there. You go from being a spectator, to one who 
engages in the world by working to make it a better place.  

 
In our Franciscan family, you are never alone. In this issue of the TAU-USA,            

you’ll find examples of courageous initiatives being taken to help speak up and 
carry burdens for those who are marginalized in society. You will find how our 
beloved National Minister, Tom Bello, leads by example and gives us the benefit 
of his experience. You’ll read of how we build community; actively engage with 
one another in prayer, in striving to improve communications, and in sharing 
activities—in both joyful and sorrowful times. You’ll read the dedication and zeal 
with which the formation education is coming to fruition, and you’ll read of 
specific challenges being sought, and events taking place, and being planned. 
For those of you who couldn’t attend our Fall Chapter, or the Canonization of our 
newest Franciscan Saint, this issue brings the event to you.    

 
 So with thoughts of warmer weather, I invite you to come share with us. 

Wherever you see the spirit of St. Francis at work in the world, in your lives, and                  
in your hearts—let me hear from you. 

                 With thanks and blessings, 

Anna 
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