The Franciscan Catechist

Keeping the Mind and Heart
Connected

L
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Tjo begin...

\Why did you cheose this woerkshop?
\What do you hope to leann?

Do yeu have a “burning guestion” to
whichiyou need an answer before we
conclude this session?




Wihat Is Evangelizatien?

EV--ANGELI|Z--ATION

EV = gooed ANGELIZ = messenger
ATION = action

a process leading to conversion:

“the time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God
has come neamepent and believe.in the
Good News” (Mark 1:15).

Pope Paul Vi

“the Church evangelizes when she seeks to
converi selely through the divine pewer of
the Message she proclaims, both.the
personal and collective consciences of
people...” Evangelii Nuntiandi18)




National Planrand Strategy: ior
Cathelic Evangelization:-
NCCB

“...evangelizing means. bringing the Geod New:s;
of Jesus into every human situation and
seeking taconvertindividuals and society: by
the divine power of the Gospel itself-...”

Tihe “Viagna Calia™ of

EVangelization
EvangelirfNuntiandi

On Evangelization in the Medern
World

Pope Paul VI
December 8, 1975




For the Church, evangelizing means bringing
the Goed News into all'the strata of
humanity, and throughits influence
transforminghumanity from within and
making it new: “Now | am making the
whole of creation new.”

What Jesus says o us akhout
EVangelization

[Mat 28:19] Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations,
baptizing themiin the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and
of the holy Spirit,

teaching them to observe all that
I'have cemmanded you. And
behold, | am with you always,
until the end of the age.”




Three-fold Commission

make disciples

baptize them

teach them

T'he Witness, of Life

“Maedern man listens mere willingly to witnesses
than te teachers, and if he does listen to
teachers, it Is because. they are witnesses.”
(Evangeliir Nuntiandi41.)




General Church Documents
relative to Catechesis

DeilVVerbum Ad GentesChristus Dominus
Gravisimum, EducationjsApostelicam
Actuositatem

Canon Law.

Catechesi TradendaRedemptoris, Missio
Catechism of the Catholic Church
General Directory for Catechesis
National Directory. for Catechesis

Catechesis

An essential “moment™in the process of
evangelization

“Catechesis is one of these momezrtsvery.
remarkable ore-"in which conversion to Jesus is
formalized and provides the basis for adheringno. h

An apprenticeship in the whole of Christian-#40
discipleship

Continuing catechesisto accompany. the individual on
the journey to holiness and to mature the whole
Christian. community in love of God, the cemmunity.
and openness to mission.




Iflhree aspects of human growtn

IS Christianity primarily

a body of knowledge?
or a way of life?




Catechumenaie
liAspiration for all Catechesis

Responsibility of the entire community.

Centered on the paschal mystery oft Christ’s
death & resurrection

Connected to rites, symbols, the Word ofi God
and the liturgy

General Directory for Catechesgs91

\We face three situations

Those who have never heard of Christ:
Mission “adigentes (to the peoples)

The faithful in well’ established! Christian
communities

“Entire-groups of the baptized have lest a
living sense of the faith” requiring a “new

evangelization”
General Directory for Cateches#5859




The Six Tasks of Catechesis

Promoting Knowledge Jleaching to Pray
of the Faith

Education for
Liturgical Education Community Life

Moral Formation Missienary Initiation

The Six Tasks of Catechesis

The bishoeps state that “all efforts in
evangelization and catechesis should
incorporate these tasks”(NDC no. 20) In this
way, We pay attention to several different
dimensions of faith, with thaltimate goal of
forming-disciples of Jesusemphasis added)




Spintuality: eff Catechetical Ministry

The importance of formation:

“Alllof these tasks (of catechesis) are born of the
conviction that the guality of any form of pasteaakivity,
IS placed at risk if it does not rely on truly costent and
trained personnel....the adeguate formation, of cédech
cannot be overlooked...” GDC 234

The purpose of formatieato make the catechist capable
oficommunicating: “The summit and center of catéiché
formation lies in an aptitude and ability to comnuare the
Gospel message.” GCD (1971) 111.
Christocentrie—emphasizing communion with' Jesus
Christ—touching directly upon the identity of the catethis

Francis of Assisi as catechist

Didn’t Francis shun
knowledge?

Didn’t he consider
himself ignerant and
unlettered?

What about the early
Franciscans? St. Clare?
St. Anthony?

St. Bonaventure?

John DunsScotus
Alexander of Hales,
Roger Bacon?
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The Trap!

Disconnectirgy
tne Mind frorn

A knowledgenungry rmind
--Passionaie for TRUTH

MNot curiositazout
stuciositas—to know zncd be
KNowr
A Spirit-thirsty heart
A devotion to learning out of
love for God, our calling, the
LOH]H'JHE/‘ and love for wheit
is knowr),

tne rlearil
Christian Vision of Faitn
Study as a mezans of Spiritual Growtin
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Those / 10 rninister tre
Word of God rnust:

First secretly drawy in by
prayer

What he later pours out
in sacred
oreaching/teachning

i) Catecnist
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Life-giving aricl
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Crow and Wease

ALthor

Barry Lopez

Iustrator
Torn Ponrt

Crow aricl Wease|

Barry Lopez, lll. Torn Ponrt

The stories people tell nave a way of taking carg

l—|

Sometimes a persor] rieec ds a stor

rmore tman they need food to stay alive. Tnat
Wiy we put these stories in eacn other's
W people care for

o

rmernory. Tnisis no

thernselves,

. Never forget inese opligations

@) <
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Not only was the Word macde flesh over twq
thousand years ego

t—i-

still is arnong us,

Ermrnanueal iz not confined to Adveni,

e 0 U% of the Scrigtures, we discover

Begmrmg with our creation stories thirougrn
Ul the |
no this God is.

Flow nave you experienced God
word In your life? Lixe a...

Life-giving rain for {)our dry land
Larnp for rmy feet
ignt to rny patn

—

Ferille | that depends on ricn soll
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Flarming fire
rlarnrmer shatterirg rocks
Two-edged sword, out only snarper
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Alwzys ask
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nurnan relationsnips witn God and one
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12 story give about the we
tto go/lact?

WA, PowerOrnice Ugor a Time

Prormises of Jesus
| arn with you alweaySwar 2e:20

I'will be for you the Best Wine of all.
F'will still the storrn, restore you to trancuility.

tﬁ

F'will honor you oy corning to your nouse to ez
F'will ernpower you to stand up siraignt ageirn.
Fwill lay iy body down petweer your enermies ¢
YOLL
I newve forgiver you anead of tirme.,

AM the Resurrection and the Life,
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Tnat was Tner),
This 15 Now

Scripture Is as relevant today as it wa

wrern It was writter,

8,
ﬂ)

These stories contain universeal truirs
that keep appearing ir our own lives,
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'mese Storieare OLH’ Stor]es anc tn
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NDC, no. 18, p. 54

Nourisned when the Word of God is rmore deeply

.

Enl]vened in the celebration of the Liturgy.
Enriched whnen the Word of God snines fortn ir th
life of the Church, esp eflrlH/

In the lives of the saint

L/)
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Ir the Chiristizin witness of the faithful

\
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