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We Celebrate the Apostolates of Our Fraternities

To read of the fraternity apostolates describethimnewsletter is to read of Secular Francisdisimgg
the Gospel. Matthew 25 comes alive in their agiofihe writers do not go into great detail alibet
prayer and contemplation that is the basis fothall they do. The results speak for themselveslyT
these fraternity members have “set themselvesdrémre God and their brothers and sistegRufe Xi)

The apostolates described here are apostolateddhaall, or almost all, of the members of the
fraternity. The idea of what to do and the decism participate was made by the fraternity members
That is quite appropriate because the local finitieis “the privileged place for developing a seims$
Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enlhgeitie apostolic life of its membergRule XXII)

Fraternities that work together on a common apats receive many benefits. The discussion that
precedes the selection of the apostolate is a ibémékelf. When a decision is made, the plaraciion
is devised by the fraternity. Even before anythigégone, members are in contact with one anothbke
actions undertaken bring members together in neyswalew friendships are formed and old ones
deepened. Everyone’s understanding of Franciguaituglity is enlarged. Fraternities with a commo
apostolate are truly fortunate.

In some of the situations described in this newsleteveral fraternities participate. In some sasther
individuals or groups have been brought into th®aalong with the Secular Franciscans. It iskimel
of participation that enriches the lives of all.

We hope that you will find the descriptions ofténanity members working together on apostolates
interesting and informative. Peace and justi@ignormously broad area. Not everyone agreasg ab
what it should include or exclude. However, whezidrnity members decide together on an apostolg
and put it into action, as these Secular Francsbane done, our understanding of peace and justice
revealed as life-affirming situations in which &atity members go from Gospel to life.

Carolyn Colburn, sfo
National Peace and Justice Commission, Chair
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Holy Spirit Fraternity in Sharon, Pennsylvania, gives a yearly Franci§sace Award to the eighth
grade student in each of four local Catholic EletagnSchools who best exemplifies the spirit of St.
Francis of Assisi. Theloly Spirit Fraternity Peace Award consists of a $100 U.S. Savings Bond, a
certificate, a Franciscan peace medallion on adlepaperback bookyancis of Assisi: The Song Gos
On by Hugh Noonan, OFM and Roy M. Gasnick, OFM, anEiscan Love You “Hug” card, and a lettel
of congratulations. The purpose of the award isngerscore conciliation, peacemaking and respect
others.

When the idea was first proposed to the fratertiitgre was concern about where the money would
come from. The Lord wanted the event to be spa@is@nd the money was found. Four members of]
Holy Spirit Fraternity each donated $1000 that was put in a certificatiepbsit. The next step was tq
contact the schools. The proposal was well redeiyethe pastors and principals. The faculty fstafd
administration in each school vote for the stuaremb will receive the award.

The yearly Franciscan Peace Award is given to $twdents, one in each school, when the elementa
schools gather for a Mass and Communion brealdastlebrate their Catholic identity. The awards
began in February 2000. All of the member#iofy Spirit Fraternity attend the breakfast as guests,
along with parents, teachers, and pastors. Thedpaind excited recipients are asked to take tlesice-
loving ways with them into their high school, cgiée the market place, and the world at large.

To assure the continuation of the awalkdisly Spirit Fraternity hasdesigned and sold memorial card
Some years they have not had to touch the resesneyrbecause they had enough in the memorial ¢
fund for the awards. To date twenty-four studértee been honored. A beautiful mahogany plaque
hangs in each school with a brass nameplate tadsjferanciscanPeace Award—Holy Spirit
Fraternity—Secular Franciscan Order. The local papers are generous with publicity. Three
newspapers run photos and carry an article. Térerendividual interviews for the respective church
newspapers or bulletins. Two other fraternitiekady Poverty Region have joined in and establish a
peace award in their locality.
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SourcePatricia Mulligan, SFO

St. Margaret of Cortona Fraternity in Cincinnati, Ohio, members believe that peaagcation must
begin at an early age. Peace can be encouragao\idipg safe non-military toys to children. After
various announcements in its local fraternity newst and in the regional newslett€he Trinity
Trumpet fraternity members brought gifts of safe non-tarly toys to the fraternity meeting. The toys
were delivered and distributed to disabled childxe8aint Joseph’s Orphanage and St. Aloysius
Orphanage of Cincinnati. Secular FranciscarSstoMargaret of Cortona Fraternity were provided witl
refreshments and gifts of religious candles agdibering. The result was that disabled childrefvo

of the area’s orphanages have toys that will redd k2 aggressive behavior. The toys will encouege
healthy perspective on peace as an alternativelence.

SourceMarvin Dickman, SFO; Leland Schneider, SFO
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St. Catherine Fraternity, St. Margaret of Cortona Fraternity, and Our Lady of the Presentation
Fraternity of Cincinnati, Ohio, participate in the Peace anstide, “Prayer Vigils for Life,” of Helpers

of God’s Precious Infants. The vigils are schedude the second and fourth Saturday of every month.

Fraternity members attend Mass and Eucharist Adorat Holy Name Church in Cincinnati. They prd
the rosary in the Rosary Procession to the nearthyANburn abortion facility. All of the Secular
Franciscans in Holy Trinity were invited to parpiate in the “Prayer Vigils for Life” through tt&ecular
Franciscan Order’s Holy Trinity Region’s Peace ahgstice Commission Newslettdf-mails and other
alerts increased Secular Franciscan participasitemg with hundreds of others, in praying and simgwi
their support for the unborn infants and their tighlife. Fraternity members are living the Gdspe
teaching, “Can you not watch one hour with me?t.(®6:40)

SourceDon Lipps, SFO; Marvin Dickman, SFO; Leland Schneigr, SFO
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Greccio Fraternity in Derry, New Hampshire has a great talent for ifegthe massesGreccio
Fraternity members have cooked for HIV/AIDS victims, partidgidin the Community Soup Kitchen,
and fed the youth during their Teen Encounter wedge

One ofGreccio Fraternity favorite activities is the Racetrack Ministry atdRingham Racetrack in
Salem, New Hampshire. At least once every suntaneccio Fraternity members get together to
prepare and serve a full meal for itinerant worlkard their families. Last year they were ablecive a
whole Thanksgiving meal in the middle of Augusth&Va treat! Meals are planned for 70 to 90 peoq
The workers not only enjoy the food, but they as@y our friendship. We chat with them—even
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though some of them don’t speak English well—thegiarstand the universal language of LOVE. Prayer

is offered before the meal, and then we “preactdubh actions and not words.

Source:Susan Ronan, SFO
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The Brother Jacoba Community of St. Peter’s in thd_oop is in Chicago, Illinois. In conjunction with
St. Peter’s Church, tH&rother Jacoba Community sponsored a month-long collection of items for th
US soldiers in Iraqg. It took place from Octobert@INNovember 11 of 2004. The response was very
heartening. We ended up taking three loads ofdte Great Lakes Navel Training Station. The #em
were turned over to the USO for shipping and distion to the troops. In addition to having a gtior
St. Peter’s Bulletin and a follow-up thank-you aiftards, the collection was mentioned in the NEW
WORLD, the archdiocesan newspaper.

SourceM. Marko, SFO
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Padre Pio Fraternity in Columbus, Ohio, decided to clean the Holy FarSibup Kitchen in Columbus,
Ohio. They recruited volunteers, gathered cleasimqplies, and meshed their schedules with the soyp
kitchen. This gracious Franciscan Peace and &uatittonof Padre Pio Fraternity madepossible better|
preparation of nutritious food for the area’s hyngFraternity members are living the Peace antcdus
Gospel values, as lived by St. Francis of Assisi.

SourcesThe Trinity TrumpetDennis Frosting SFO, Editor, andRegina Cano, SFO

St. Boniface Fraternity in Louisville, Kentucky, has a fraternity apostelatserving the Harbor Lights
Community of Louisville. The Harbor Lights Commtynconsists of St. Francis Inn, the Dorothy Day
House of Hospitality, and St. Clare’s Place. Reillgy much preparatory work, the Secular Franciscans
of St. Boniface Fraternity helped build the Dorothy Day House of Hospitalilyhey organized its
facilities and developed its newsletter. Accordio@t. Boniface Fraternity Spiritual AssistantDeacon
Tom McCulloch, it is a “three-quarter” way house where releasésbpers can stay up to two years,
allowing them to find a job, accumulate househalppdies, and get established back into society.

Members ofSt. Boniface Fraternity helped organize other volunteer groups for the biakight
Community to provide a chapel, library and a prayemden. Thanks to the efforts of the Secular
Franciscans obt. Boniface Fraternity the homeless now have a bath and showers, lagadljies, a
private locker area, and a soup and sandwich kitétreanyone in need of a meal.

Michele Bline, SFO,an editor oHarbor Light Community of Louisvilleewsletter wrote that in
performing these Franciscan peace and justicers;ttbe members &t. Boniface Fraternity live their
peace and justice beliefs: “To be our brotheegger is what God wants us to do. To clothe thkecdha
at a personal sacrifice is what God wants us toTdoshelter the homeless is what God wants usto d
To instruct the ignorant at a personal sacrificetigt God wants us to do. To serve.”

Source:Michele Bline, SFO

Our Lady of Angels Fraternity, in Cincinnati, Ohio, has chosen as an apostotapedvide a monthly
meal to residents of Tender Mercies. Tender Mernsi@ residential facility for persons with mental
illness located in the “Over the Rhine” neighbortioear the downtown business district of Cincinnat
Members oOur Lady of Angels Fraternity prepare food, recruit volunteers, and plan praiyers
preparation for the monthly meal service. ResiglehfTender Mercies receive a free monthly meal in
Franciscan caring environment from Secular Fraacisnembers ddur Lady of Angels Fraternity

who are following their Franciscan Peace and Jegiospel beliefs.

SourceAnita Bidleman, SFO
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Little Portion Fraternity of Fort Thomas, Kentucky, has chosen food drivesnaapostolate. In
preparation for the drive, announcements are pparish bulletins, the newsletterldftle Portion
Fraternity, and other publications. Secular Franciscans déoealunteers and food for the events. As a
result of the actions of memberslattle Portion Fraternity, generous food donations are provided tg
worthwhile Northern Kentucky area charitable orgatibns.

In addition to this apostolate in Kentucky, membarkittle Portion Fraternity were inspired bgeveral
local Peace and Justice Prayer Programs and discsde donate to the care of lepers through Amazon
Relief. They have adopted a family in India who nmeeeive better care and nutrition. All of these
apostolates are a following of the various Frararsealues and Gospel beliefs of the Secular Freaicss
of Little Portion Fraternity.

SourcelRose Mary Menetrey, SFO

The New Pentecost Fraternityin Dix Hills, New York has been serving the homsle§ New York City
for over ten years. For the last seven years meswdfdihe New Pentecost Fraternityhave been going
to New York the first Saturday of each month toredhe men at the Belleview Hospital Shelter.
Fraternity members give out bag lunches, new unel@rweligious articles, and lots of good cheer.
Parishioners, young and old, are invited to comeal

These men might never hear a nice word or expegiarioving greeting. To see the look in their eyes
and to have them return “God bless you, too,” gyt the lives of fraternity members.

The group leaves about ten thirty in the mornimgrfiSt. Matthew Church in Dix Hill and returns about
two in the afternoon. All Secular Franciscans ia déinea are welcome to join member&efv Pentecost
Fraternity at any time.

Source: Frank Harnos
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St. Francis Fraternity in San Francisco, California, runs the Living RoBnegram for Seniors in the
Tenderloin neighborhood of San Francisco. Themamgperates for 9 AM to 4 PM on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Sixty to ninety people areesl breakfast. The seniors have an appropriate
exercise program. They receive help with socialise. Young people from schools in the area cogne
to talk to them. The seniors have recreation witivies, bingo and art activities. They have the
opportunity to learn crocheting and computers. Tépetyhelp with letter writing. The seniors will\rea
the opportunity to do Scripture study and be imigl discussion groups.

When the program start&t. Francis Fraternity invited other fraternities in the area to parti¢tgin this
ministry to the poor. They asked for art supplsanut butter and canned fruit to be contributed b
other Secular Franciscan fraternities. Other fréties responded making this a multiple Secular
Franciscan fraternity apostolate.

SourceChristine Morrison, SFO
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Francis of Assisi Fraternity in Jersey City, New Jersey, wanted to do sometfuinthe poor residents d
Camden, New Jersey, the city known as the mostatang city in our nation. Add in the presence of
HIV or full blown AIDS in a person or a loved orand you have modern day lepers. In 1996 a grouf
Secular Franciscans established Francis Housg.aft outreach community creating a place where tw
days a week persons affected by the HIV virus canectogether for companionship and friendship.
Susan Pilara, SFQwho continues to direct Francis House, is sumaake prayer a part of the progran
thus building an atmosphere of hope and peacdésetwhose lives are so full of pain.

Shortly after Francis House was establistgtdFrancis of Assisi Fraternitybegan to offer the clients g
day at the beachSt. Francis Fraternity meets on an island that is a very popular sumesart serving
New York City, Philadelphia and places in betweédris about a two hour drive from Camden. One
Tuesday in August each year a group from Francisseéeaves Camden for Long Beach Island, New
Jersey. We greet our guests at St. Francis Contyndeinter and serve them a light breakfast. Rieée
from their trip, they head to the beach just twockk away. Many are afraid of the surf, so they'tdgo

in the water. Long Beach Township allows our gaigstuse the beach without the required badges. F

some it is their first view of the ocean.

When they return to the Center, lunch is readye join in a prayer circle for spontaneous graderee
meals. Listening to the blessings and praise edahhumble people is a lesson for all of us who are
privileged to be a part of this day. After lunalr guests use our outdoor heated pool, which majoye
much more than the sea. About three PM, tiredralacked, our guests pack up for the trip home.yThg
always promise to come back next year. The gdsaitkpressed for such a simple small gift is awesg
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Those of us who live here look on our surroundivgh new eyes.




SourcePat Simmons, SFO

An article byPatti Normile, SFO Our Lady of Angels Fraternity Holy Trinity Regio

Several weeks ago Marvin Dickman asked if | woutdensomething on peace and justice for Thi@ity
Trumpet | said | would when | thought of something toteril thought and | thought............ and |
thought. One thought that kept coming to mind wasata director at the former St. Francis Center for
Peace and Renewal had said about organizing retadtdays of reflection. It went something likéall
it anything like ‘Peace and Justice’ and no oné¢ eame." Indeed, such days or weekends drew few
takers. We wondered why, especially when the Qarniftranciscan mission is to bring peace in the
world. Perhaps the resistance to such progranhsighey tend to do thealking and avoid thevalkingin
the way of creating peace and justice in the world.

At Sunday Mass a couple of weeks ago, | found & tigp a brief article on peace and justice at St.
Andrew Church in Milford, Ohio. As | knelt beforedds, | noticed a man approach the altar, talk with
Deacon Tim and then sit in the front pew. | didyet a full face view of him but something keptited|
me | knew him. Sure enough it was announced thgt\Witmhoff would be speaking on his mission
work.

Roy is one of our own, a Secular Franciscan froy Hoinity region who, after completing the Lay
Ministry Program, felt a spiritual call to do soriglg more. He began searching for a place where he
might serve the cause of justice and peace. Mapgrtynities were designed for students or those who
had just graduated from college. They did not iyRThen an online search resulted in Roy linkirithw
a ministry in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Canédaative of northern Kentucky, Roy quit his job dan
headed north last year.

Roy’s talk that Sunday morning was a moving messklgeked around to see how engrossed people
were with what he had to say. They were interestsrhuse Roy was telling about what was being done
to help the poor througKateri Houseministry. And he wasn’t just talking, he is a pafthe doing.

Kateri’'s Companions in Ministry, Indés a lay mission association serving First Natioosmunities,
Canadian aboriginal people. Founders Pat Grisa\ltera Van Gennip have been doing mission work
among these people since 19K&teri’s Companions in Ministrwas founded in 198&ateri House,
Sturgeon Lake Pastoral Care, Mistawasis CatechEficaining, Second Harvest Circle, Cross-cultural
Missionary Trainingare the varied aspects of the ministry. The missi@mne of hope and healing. We
are called to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ \gitaictical persevering love.

Much of Roy’s work involves work with ex-offendesad substance addicted individuals. He also works
with Second Harvest Circlehich provided emergency assistance to those ngddod, clothing or
household goods. Over 1000 families are servedcirble of care consists of those who need, thdse w
give and those who volunteer.

If you would like to learn more aboWtateri Houseand the various ministries, you can check their
website:www.katerihouse.conor send an e-mail to Roy at rcwsfo@yahoo.comatr306-764-4126.
The ministry relies on contributions to supportdddn need. One of our own is not just talking @bou
peace and justice, he is walking with those in nesking a difference in the world of justice arehpe.

Patti Normile, SFO

Our Lady of the Angels Fraternity
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